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as one might expect, a
videogame simulation of a
workplace, a building and a

factory (that's what the
developer has called it) is of
interest to anyone who cares

about videogames, so it's
curious that the only people

who seem interested are pretty
much working for the game
developer. such an interest

would seem to come out of the
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same marketing campaign that
delivered us the first chapter of
bioshock infinite, and indeed,
there is a strong tie between
the two. while we're sure that
there's much good work to be
done on a new game, we think
the interesting work is that of

creating a game that's going to
be something new under the
sun, no less so than bioshock
infinite. and in this case, when
we do get "new," it isn't a new
take on the territory of game
design; it's a new take on the

territory of virtual reality. if you
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go to the playlist for this video
you'll get a taste of what we
mean. the videos discuss the
potential that vr holds to open

up your senses to the world
around you, both physical and
virtual. they do this by using
the senses of touch, feeling,

hearing, and of course sight, to
recreate the world we all live in.

we discuss how that will be
achieved and what the
possibilities are for a

videogame that plays on the
principle of "you have to be

there," but we're also
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interested in what the
implications are for the game
itself; what is the game itself,
what function does it perform,
what is its relationship to vr,

and what might the presence of
this new form of immersion add

to a videogame. there's no
question that vr is about to

produce a radical new way to
experience videogames. it is, in
fact, likely that the difference

between 3d games and vr
games is going to be mostly in
the space where your head is.
vr will reduce a videogame's
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perspective to that of the first-
person character's perspective.
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