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congregation had shrunk from 450 to 70, and the church building had been remodeled into a strip mall. Despite the downward trend, the pastor, Father Louis Kenny, was determined to keep the church running. “I’m not going to just close up the church,” he told The
New York Times in 2000. “This is a church with a mission. I want to finish the mission.” This mission meant keeping the parish alive, not building new churches, or, as many of his contemporaries would say, finding a new demographic of potential parishioners. Father
Kenny was not alone in his efforts. Bishop Joseph Bernier, the papal nuncio to the United States, and Cardinal Terence Cooke, the archbishop of New York, both built new churches in the next decade, but both also sought to establish new congregations of their own,
the cardinal in Brooklyn, the bishop on the Upper East Side. The new metropolitan called every church in the archdiocese, letting them know that he wanted them to start new congregations. The Lamb and the Lion: New York and the Nation's Fastest Growing
Catholic Parishes Hardy Wheeler and Richard H. Elliott The nation has been experiencing a rebirth of faith since the 1960s. New Pew surveys show Catholics are the country’s largest religious group. There has also been a rise in the number of Catholics identifying as
evangelicals. Today, more than a third of Americans are Catholic or evangelical, up from just 12 percent in 1965. For 04aeff104c
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