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Stanley and Anita Harden, and daughter Dana; and Bernie Harden, pass away at the Kitsap County
Senior Activity Center in Bremerton, Wash., on Oct. 30, 2010. In memory of the three, a ceremony
and service were held at the Senior Center Oct. 31. The details surrounding the deaths of Stanley
and Bernie Harden, both in their 90s, and Anita Harden, near 100, remain unclear. It was unclear
which of the three took his or her own life. The Kitsap County Sheriff's Department, West Bremerton
PD and Kitsap County Medical Examiner's Office are investigating. The Kitsap Sun is withholding
the Hards' identities until family members are notified. Since the deaths, Sylvia Harden has been
overwhelmed by the outpouring of sympathy and concern. "What am I going to do?" she said. "My
husband and sister are gone." They never had money, but it was "never a problem," Sylvia said. They
had a strong, healthy, loving relationship and "we took care of each other." Sylvia was 13 when she
met Stanley, who was 10 at the time. "I fell in love. We were just in love from the first," she said. He
was quiet but kind, and they were married a month after they met. He loved the outdoors and "grew
up a wildcat," Sylvia said, and grew up playing golf. They'd live in Manette, Wash., for eight years
before moving to Bremerton, where they'd live for the next 44 years. Stanley was a high school
history teacher, and Sylvia was an elementary school principal. Stanley developed a "sleeping
sickness" at the end of his life, Sylvia said, suffering from the effects of high blood pressure. She
wished that he hadn't gone to the senior center. He was so helpful and would do anything for
anyone, his sister said. "He was just an amazing person." When they died, Sylvia remembers the
news hitting her like a punch in the stomach. "It was like, 'Oh my God.'" She called it a cruel trick of
life that they died together. "It's just not fair."
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